
Navajo Nation
P.O. Box 9000/Navajo Tribal Hill

Window Rock, Arizona 86515

(520)871-6000

FAX (520)759-4025

Website http://www.navajo.org

http://www.navajos.com/

http:www.navajoland.com/

President: Honorable Kelsey A. Begaye

Vice-President: Taylor McKenzie, M.D.

EXECUTIVE BRANCH

Chief of Staff: Derrick Watchman . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (520)871-6352

Navajo-Hopi Land Commission: Roman Bitsuie . . . . . . . (520)871-6441

Washington Office: Michelle Brown . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (202)775-0393

Attorney General: Levon B . Henry . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (520)871-6343

Divisions:

Natural Resources

Director: Arvin  S. Tru jillo . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (520)871-6592

Abandoned Mine Lands: Madeline Roanhorse . . . (520)871-6982

Agriculture: John Blueyes . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (520)871-6605

Historic Preservation: Dr. Alan F. Downer . . . . . . . . (520)871-6437

Fish & W ildlife Director: Gloria Notah-Tom . . . . . (520)871-6451

Wildlife Conservation Officer:     Larry Spencer FAX (520)871-7069

Heritage Program Manager: John Ray Meyer

Heritage Program  Biologist: John Nystedt

P.O. Box 1480

Window Rock, AZ 86515

Forestry: Alexious C. Becenti, Sr. . . . . . . . . . . . . . (520)729-4230

Land Department: Alfred Dehiya . . . . . . . . . . . . (520)871-6401

Minerals: Akhtar Zaman . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (520)871-6587

Parks & Recreation: Clarence N. Gorman . . . . . . . (520)871-6636

Resource Enforcement: Leonard Butler . . . . . . . (520)871-6701

Water Development: Johnnie D. Francis . . . . . . . . (520)729-4004

Archeology: Anthony L. Klesert . . . . . . . . . . . . (520)871-6540



Economic Development

Director: Tony Skrelunas . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (520)871-6544

Community Development

Director: Ben Jones . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (520)871-6442

Transportation: Paulson Chaco . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (520)871-6498

Dine Education

Director: Genevieve Jackson . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (520)871-7617

Johnson O �Malley: Patrick Nelson . . . . . . . . . . . (520)871-6297

Dine Culture, Language: Eddie Tso . . . . . . . . . . (520)871-6728

Scholarship/Financial Aid: Florinda Hubbell (Acting) (520)871-6295

Finance

Director: Controller Bobby J. White . . . . . . . . . . (520)871-6310

General Services

Director: Luke Deswood . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (520)871-6514

Health

Director: Marlene Jasperse . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (520)871-6350

Human Resources

Director: DuWaine Boone . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (520)871-6375

AmeriCorps: Teresa Thompson . . . . . . . . . . . . . (520)871-6413

Veterans Affairs: Leo Chisch illy . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (520)871-6278

Vital Records (Census): Leonard Benally . . . . . . (520)871-6386

Public Safety

Director: Dorothy Fulton . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (520)871-6581

Social Services

Director: Cecelia Belone . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (520)871-6556

Environmental Protection

Director: Derrith Watchman-Moore . . . . . . . . . . . . (520)729-4005

Office of Management and Budget

Director: Dominic Beyal . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (520)871-6570

Contracts and Grants: Malcolm Curley . . . . . . . . . . (520)871-6470

Office of Navajo Tax Commission

Director: Raymond C. Etcitty . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (520)871-6992

LEGISLATIVE BRANCH

Speaker of the Council: Edward T. Begay . . . . . . . . . (520)871-7160

Chief, Staff Assistant: Leonard Gorman . . . . . . . . . . (520)871-7160

Standing Committees of the Navajo  Nation Council:

Budget & Finance: Lorenzo Bedon ie . . . . . . . . . . (520)871-6392

Transportation &

Community Development: Lawrence T. Morgan . . . (520)871-6380



Economic Development: Lawrence Pintero . . . . . (520)871-6381

Education: Andy Ayze . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (520)871-6382

Ethics & Rules: George H. Tolth . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 520/871-6383

Government Services: Ervin M. Keeswood, Sr. . . . . . (520)871-6380

Health & Social Services: Jerry Freddie . . . . . . . . (520)871-6381

Human Services: Young Jeff Tom . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (520)871-6382

Intergovernmental Relations: Edward T. Begay . . . . . (520)871-6383

Judiciary: Kenneth L. Begay . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (520)871-6380

Public Safety: Edward V. Jim, Sr. . . . . . . . . . . . . (520)871-6381

Resources: George Arthur . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (520/871-6382

JUDICIAL BRANCH

Chief Justice: Robert Yazzie . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (520)871-7669

Director, Administration: Edward B. Martin . . . . . (520)871-6762

The Navajo Nation is a sovereign, self-governing society that has been in existence
since the Holy People gave the Navajo the land between the Four Sacred Mountains
for their use and occupancy.  Long before the Europeans arrived as newcomers, the
Navajo people were living according to the laws, the rules, and the prayers taught to
them by the Holy People, laws that brought order, beauty, peace, and harmony to the
People and their world.

The Navajo Nation Council, the governing body of the Navajo Nation, following the
instructions of the Holy People to preserve harmony, continues to enact laws so the
Navajo Nation, in a planned and orderly way, can keep pace with the fast and ever-
changing world.  The laws of the Navajo Nation are made by Navajo lawmakers for the
benefit of Navajo People.  All who come onto Navajo land must follow these laws.  The
enactment of Navajo laws asserts the inherent sovereignty and authority of this Nation
within a nation.  The Navajo Nation Code sets forth the laws of the Navajo Nation. 

The Navajo Nation government is a representative form of government with its
President, Vice President and Council Delegates elected by the Navajo people.  It acts
by resolution and is separated into three branches;  Executive, Legislative and Judicial. 
The Navajo Nation did not adopt the Indian Reorganization Act of 1934 and does not
operate under a constitution.

The Tribal government structure consists of 110 chapters (similar to precincts or
townships) representing all reservation areas and Navajo communities.  These 110
chapters elect the 88 Tribal Council Delegates to represent the Navajo people.  In
addition, each chapter elects its own President, Vice-President, Secretary-Treasurer
and Grazing Committee, Farm Board and/or Land Board member to run the affairs of
the local chapter community.  Chapters exercise limited authority which is delegated by
the Navajo Nation government over tribal members, land/assets within their boundaries. 



The central government located in Window Rock, Arizona represents the entire Navajo
Nation and the Navajo people.  

Presidential/Council Delegate General elections are held every 4 years (next November
2002).  Chapter Official/School Board General are held every 4 years (next August
2004).  Under Tribal law, Council meetings are held quarterly (January, April, July, and
October) starting at 10:00 a.m. at the Council Chambers in Window Rock.

Navajo Nation Population:  The total population is estimated by the Navajo Nation to
be 250,000 as of January 1, 2000.

Newspaper: Tom Arviso, Jr. Editor . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (520)871-6641

Navajo Times

P.O. Box 310

Window Rock, Arizona 86515

Tribal Attorney: Levon B. Henry, Attorney General . . (520)871-6343

P.O. Drawer 2010

Window Rock, Arizona 86515

Navajo Tourism Office . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (520)871-6436

P.O. Box 663

Window Rock, Arizona 86515

Special Tribal Events (Open to the Public)

Event Approximate

Date

Place Contact Person

4th of July July 4 Window Rock Leo Watchman

(520)871-6478

East Navajo Fa ir August Crownpoint,

New Mexico

Leonard Freeland

(505)786-

5841/5244

Central Navajo

Fair

August Chinle, Arizona Roselyn Yazzi

(520)674-

3614/3611

Ted Evans

(520)674-2052



 Navajo Nation September Window Rock,

Arizona

Leo Watchman,

Jr.

(520)871-6478

Southwest

Navajo Fa ir

September Dilcon, Arizona Jerry Freddy

(520)657-

9244/3376

Northern Navajo

Fair

October Shiprock, New

Mexico

Sally Begay

(520)368-

5312/5321

Western Navajo

Fair

October Tuba City,

Arizona

Mary Maloney

(520)283-5782

Library Arts &

Crafts

December Window Rock,

Arizona

Patricia Begay

(520)871-6376

Crownpoint Rug Monthly Crownpoint,

New Mexico

Ena Chavez

(505)786-5302


